NATIONAL OPERATIC AND DRAMATIC ASSOCIATION
LONDON REGION

Society ; Reading Operatic Society

Production ; "WEST SIDE STORY"

Date ; Friday 28th September 2012

Venue : Hexagon Theatre, Reading

Report by : Henry Hawes - NODA Representative - Area 13

Both My Fair Lady and The Sound of Music were great and instant successes in the
theatre's of Broadway and London's West End but the third mega-hit of the late 1950's
took decidedly longer to take off. Nowadays, there doesn’t seem too much that's
about his show's large and youthful dance content, but, back in the 1950's, the urgent,
contemporary West Side Story was a bit harder for audiences to take than Eliza

So paying public reaction was a bit slower and it took altogether longer, until the boost
of a particularly fine film version which turned the show into the classic it is now.

On Friday and Saturday 28th, 29th September 2012, | had the pleasure of attending two
and what a presentation. This was one of the finest shows that Reading Op's have
presented over recent years. It had a fine line-up of principals, a great chorus and
choreographic routines which ensured a superb evenings entertainment which left the
large audiences wanting more.

------------------------

-----------------

and movement could not be faulted and vocally they were both superb. This is a
demanding show for both of them and they need good quality voices for the wide range
and demands of the music, both rose magnificently to the challenge with voices which
were melodic, had power and control and did full justice to the music. They made as
good a pair as you are likely to see on any stage - Many congratulations to both of you.

-----------------

--------

sustained accents throughout. Acting ability, diction and particularly movement was
outstanding - Brilliant.



-------------

in regard to 'Maria's' feelings for 'Tony' but eventually comes round to accepting their
love for each other. Caroline was excellent and | was most impressed with her
characterisation and her singing which had great quality and was a joy to listen to. Her

Well done to all of you.

THE JET BOYS

Stuart Brookfield - (DIESEL)
Oliver Kyte - (ACTION)
Ben leach - (A-RAB)

Sam Chapman - (BABY JOHN)
Tom Bassett - (SNOWBOY)
Liam Caswell - (BIG DEAL)
THE SHARK BOYS

Adrian Tang - (CHINO)
James Mitchell - (PEPE)
Michael Cox - (INDIO)
Jerome [fill - ((ROCCQO)
Tom Crossley -(TORO) -Itis impossible for me to report on each individual,

so | have combined the cast of the 'Sharks’ and 'Jets' together, because in all fairness,
there was nothing to choose between them. They all entered fully into the spirit of the
production. Each and everyone of you portrayed the right characters with well sustained
American and Puerto Rican accents. The fight scenes between the "Jets' and the
‘Sharks' was most realistic and the dance routines were breathtaking, full of athleticism
well presented, containing all the humour and danced with precision - Congratulations
to all of you.

THE JET GIRLS
Joanna Perkins - (VELMA)
Shannon Allen - (MINNIE)

Kath Harman - (PAULINE)

Charlotte Gilliam - (ANYBODY'S)

THE SHARK GIRLS
Louise Woods - ((ROSALIA) -

Charlotte Partiow - (CONSUELA)

Jemma Moore - (ESTELLA) - Again | have combined this group of 'Jet’ and



‘Shark' girls together as there was nothing to choose between them either. Everyone
gave a superb performance, developing excellent characters and all with well sustained
accents.The dance routines were energetic and precise and were the equivalent of the
the dancing was both energetic and precise and this was without doubt another of the
‘'showstoppers' in the performance. | was fortunate that | attended both the Friday and
Saturday performances so | had the advantage of hearing both girls, Deanna

superbly sung by both of them - Once again - Congratulations to you all.

Phil Elliott - (DOC) - As the proprietor of the hang-out for the 'Gangs’, Phil gave a good
characterisation of their elderly owner. His feelings for the young people and his disgust
at some of their activities was well displayed - Well done.

him most believable. His movement and accent was well maintained throughout, looking
the world weary cop who has seen it all and feels he is banging his head against a brick
wall with the young generation. - A good portrayal.

Stuart Neal - (OFFICER KRUPKE) - As the baton wielding New York cop who has no
time, or patience for the West Side young hoodlums, Stuart was great. His
characterisation was spot-on, | couldn't fault it - Well done.

----------------

lovely characterisation. One can always rely on David to give a good performance,
irespective of the role.

Simon Woodbridge - (DIRECTOR) - This show is a challenge to any society and there
are not many that attempt it, due mainly to the numerous, energetic dance routines
which obviously require a fit, young cast, an aspect that seems to be missing these
days in a lot of society's. So you have my heartfelt congratulations Simen in taking up
this challenge, but the end resuit must have been worth all the hard work. Casting could
not be faulted and all the right characterisations had been brought out. Stage
positioning was first-class and the whole show had obviously been well rehearsed which
made the performance slick with not a pregnant pause to be seen or heard. The cast
audience. This was a great show and one which you must be proud of -
Congratulations.

Scott Jenkins - (CHOREOGRAPHER) - | have nothing but the highest praise for the
choreographer Scott who had devised some superb choreographic routines, of which
stage with precise movement. It was obvious that a lot of hard work had been put into
this aspect, and it showed. | assume that you were also responsible for choreocgraphing
the fight scenes between the 'Sharks’ and ‘Jets' as it was not mentioned in the
programme and which | found most realistic - Congratulations.



Henley Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society's West Side Story at the Kenton in April
2008. At the time | complemented him on the excellence of his orchestra which was no
bigger pit, Marc went one even better with an orchestra of 14 excellent musicians who
played the music of which Leonard Bernstein would have been proud, in fact this was
one of the finest pit orchestras | have heard for a long time and was a truly integral part
of the performance. Marc had obviously worked hard with the performers as all the
singing was of a very high standard and | would imagine a lot of hard work had also
been put in by the rehearsal pianist Judith Creighton - Congratulations to both of you.

Stage Manager and Crew - An excellent stage crew under stage manager Carol

certainly generated the right atmosphere on stage in the various scenes and, which
coupled with the misting in certain scenes, had quite a dramatic effect. The operation
was slick with no missed cues - Well done.

Spots - This aspect was certainly well controlled, they were accurate and well focused.

Sound - For many years | have criticised the sound control in the Hexagon, being
improvement in the sound control. It had been well balanced with an acceptable
amplification and on the two nights of my visit | only noticed one late sound cue. | think
congratulations are due to the sound technician and hope that it continues in the same
vein.

New York. It was well made so that the maximum of space was available for the many
dance routines and at the same time it appeared ethereal in certain scenes with the use
of mist, making quite a dramatic impact.

Wardrobe - The Wardrobe Department had certainly pulled out all the stops ensuring
that the cast appeared correctly dressed for the period. | understand that some of the

Props - All props used looked authentic and fitted the action, even the pistol shot
sounded authentic as so often it is a pale imitation due to the restrictive firearms laws.

Make-up - Nobody was credited in the programme as being responsible for the make-
responsible ensured that the correct make-up was used with it all standing up well
under the strong stage lights

Programme - A neat programme of the right size containing all the relevant information,
well laid out and printed on goed quality paper. It had an eye-catching cover with good
cast photographs and interesting biographies. It was good to see a programme not
inundated with adverts

Front of House - This society always maintains an excellent standard for Front of

done and keep up the standard which is so nice to see in this day and age.

Thank you for inviting me to review your latest show and your hospitality which was
much appreciated and my congratulations to all concerned in this excellent show. May |
take this opportunity to wish you all success with your next production "Footloose" at
the Kenton Theatre.

Henry

---------



