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From the Editor’s desk 
 
I always welcome feedback on the content of the newsletter 
as, if nothing else, this proves to me that the newsletter was 
read; I was certainly pleased to receive the many, mostly 
positive, comments on my editorial in the last edition. If you 
have any views on any subject don’t keep them to yourself, why 
not instead let me have them for publication?  eg write a 
letters to the editor. 
 
Congratulations for a successful concert at Arborfield go to all 
those who were involved, and that includes those who were 
front of house and the local residents who provided 
refreshments in the interval. This generated a valuable 
addition to the Society’s funds and to some extent mitigated 
the disappointment of those who had planned to man stalls in 
the fete which, unfortunately, was cancelled.  The concert also 
introduced the Society to the local community; hopefully this 
will encourage them to support our shows in the future. 
 
We learned from the financial statement presented to the 
AGM that in 2007 an unprecedented £10k surplus was 
returned.  We also know that our first show in 2008 (HMS 
Pinafore) realised a surplus of £4k and increased subscriptions 
kicked in at the beginning of 2008.  So we know that the 
Society is in a healthy financial position. 
 
But we must not be complacent; we can never guarantee that 
income from future performances will match our expenditure.  
Audiences’ tastes are fickle and in a financial climate where 
everyone is tightening their belts, outings to the theatre may 
well be the first casualty.   Members have to recognise that 
membership does not end with appearing on stage and that 
fund-raising is essential to the Society’s survival, more so if 
members wish to indulge in productions which might not be 
financially viable.  Remember, only G&S shows are free from 
royalty payments, other shows can be expected to require 
payments of over £4k to the rights holders.  
 
And, a reminder about fund-raising, it is not the prerogative of 
a few however dedicated they are. Joint ventures like the 
concert performed recently in Arborfield are ways we can all 
help to raise funds enjoyably and at the same time engage with 
the local community.  Elsewhere too in this newsletter you will 
see that the Society has been asked if we will be available to 
perform a concert in the autumn.  It is hoped that many 
members will be able to support this.  
 
But there are many fund-raising ventures you can support 
ongoing during the year - elsewhere is reported the 
disappointing  lack of support at the open day -  and if you want 
details of these please contact Jean Theobald who will be able 
to let you know how you can help.   
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WHO TO CONTACT 
 
Editor   Brian Veale  0118 933 2672 
Chairman   Yvonne Maynard  0118 948 4602 
Secretary   Maggie Preston 0118 975 6387 
Membership Secretary  Julia Sadler  0118 948 2438 
Patrons   Janet Hayhoe 0118 969 5759 

NB.  e-addresses of Committee members can be found on the SocietyÕs 
website at www.readingops.co.uk    

 
Child protection in modern society is a difficult area requiring 
us all to find that balance between avoiding risk and allowing 
freedom.  Most guidance on child protection advises avoiding 
situations that provide an opportunity for abuse, but the fear 
of perfectly innocent actions being misunderstood, with the 
potential effects on the individual, family and career, does 
unfortunately mean that many adults now prefer to steer well 
clear of working with children.   
 
At the 2007 AGM the introduction of the new minimum age of 
16 for membership recognised that while we are in essence an 
adult Society, younger members who are the life blood of 
amateur theatre for the future are welcomed.  We have since 
seen an expansion in the number of younger persons who have 
joined the Society, and as the Chairman mentioned in the 
recent annual report she put to the recent AGM, “we are 
encouraged by the results so far”.  
 
Finally, thanks to Barbara Moore for her contribution to 
this newsletter. 

Brian Veale 
POSTSCRIPT:  

SHOW NEWS – HMS PINAFORE 
 
Members may know that this enjoyable show had been 
nominated for the NODA Dorothy Lawson G&S award.  
Although not being successful achieving this award the Society 
was nonetheless “Highly Recommended” for the performance. 
 

100 CLUB 
 
The winners of the MAY 2008 draw were: 
 
1st prize of £20       Mike Cullen   No.  101 
2nd prize of £10      Sheila Baxter   No.   54 
3rd prize of £5      David Smith       No.   64  
4th prize of £5      Mrs Hurdwell     No.   71  
 
And winners of the JUNE 2008 draw were: 
 
1st prize of £20        H Hyndman      No.   21 
2nd prize of £10        Reg Blagrave      No.   97 
3rd prize of £5        Betty Bulpitt     No.   42 
4th prize of £5        Carol Hodgkinson    No.  53 
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CATCHING UP WITH THE NEWS 
 
SINCERE CONDOLENCES to Sheila & Alan Baxter on the loss 
of their son Duncan. 

-o- 
BEST WISHES for a swift recovery to Peter Hobbs (patron) 
convalescing after recent surgery.  

-o- 
WELCOME to new member Anne-Maria Garcia  

-o- 
FAREWELL & BEST WISHES to Gerry Morris whose final 
appearance with the Society was in the concert at Arborfield 
before leaving the area to take up a training post with a view 
to embarking on a new career as a nurse. 

-o- 
CONGRATULATIONS & BEST WISHES to Jenny Williams on 
her imminent marriage to Anthony Brown. 

-o- 
BEST WISHES to Daphne Hodgkinson for a swift recovery 
after her operation. 

-o- 
MANY HAPPY RETURNS to John Lawes on his birthday on 
23rd June 2008.  How old? 

-o- 
CONGRATULATIONS  to Alex Renshaw on the birth of son 
Charles, weighing in at 8lb 6oz. 

-o- 
CONGRATULATIONS also to Tanya Beaney who has been 
selected to sing the part of Edith in the “Pot Luck” 
performance of The Pirates of Penzance on the final day of the 
Buxton G&S Festival on 23rd August 2008. 

 

NEXT CONCERT 
 

The good news is that following the undoubted success of the 
concert at Arborfield the Society has been asked for a repeat 
performance.  Provisional dates are either 18th or 25th 
OCTOBER or 1st NOVEMBER. The venue would be the 
Salvation Army Hall in Lower Earley.   
 
If you will be available to support the Society in this concert 
could you please let Yvonne Maynard know, mentioning which 
date(s) you would be available. In the meantime put the dates 
in your diary. 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

 
The Annual General Meeting of 
Reading Operatic Society held at St 
Peter’s Church Hall on Thursday 5TH June 2008 was well 
attended by members and a number of Vice Presidents. 
 
In her report the Chairman reminded members that 2007 had 
seen the Society perform two excellent shows, The Mikado and 
Oklahoma!    These were both popular shows and the aim that, 
in a financial year, shows should be self-financing had been 
met, indeed together they had returned a surplus of just under 
£3,500 despite the fact audiences had failed to meet targets 
and ticket prices had not been increased.    The performance 
ofThe Mikado had been nominated for the Dorothy Lawson 
(NODA) Gilbert & Sullivan award as a result of which the 
Society was awarded the runners-up prize. All in all the 
Chairman was of the opinion that these productions had 

reinforced the Society’s position as Reading’s leading amateur 
operatic society. 
 
The Chairman also set out in her report the various events that 
had taken place during the year in the social calendar. 
 
The Chairman paid tribute to Jean and Barrie Theobald and 
their volunteer helpers for their invaluable dedication to fund-
raising which had been extremely successful during the year 
with the Social Account ending with a surplus of £4,080. 
 
The Financial Statement showed that the Society ended 2007 
with a total surplus of £10,093 which the Chairman explained 
put the Society into a better position to meet the ever- 
increasing costs of shows and would, hopefully, act as a 
“buffer” in the present gloomy financial climate.  And it was 
mentioned from the floor that the increase of members’ 
subscriptions at the last AGM which would not have taken 
effect until January 2008 would put the Society in an even 
stronger position.  Thanks too to the Chancellor for the 
payment of £1,676 Gift Aid from HMC&R. 
 
The President, and all the Officers were re-elected unopposed 
for a further year.  Of the three Committee vacancies, Helen 
Eastwood was elected to fill the one year vacancy occasioned 
by the resignation of Tony Slevin; Abigail Clarke was elected to 
fill one of the rotational vacancies while the remaining vacancy 
remained unfilled. 
 
The Management Committee for 2008/9 is: 

Chairman   Yvonne Maynard 
 Vice Chairman  Barrie Theobald 
 Secretary  Maggie Preston 
 Treasurer  Ray Fullbrook 
 Membership Secretary Julia Sadler 
and  Members   Abigail Clarke  
    Lindsay Hall  

David Price 
    Katie Wallis 
    Helen Eastwood  
An amendment to the Constitution was agreed which specified 
circumstances under which a person may not be elected to the 
Management Committee.  This recognised that Committee 
members, who are Trustees of a registered charity, are 
subject to rules imposed by the Charity Commission.  
 
Long service awards were made to 
Zoe Clark (20 years); Sheila Baxter, 
Gloria Griffiths, Paul Rogers and 
Eileen Walton (25 years); and 
Valerie Gardiner (30 years).  A 
special 50-year award was made to 
Marion Barlow (pictured right). 
 
As anticipated there followed a 
discussion on the show that should 
be performed in the Spring 2009.  
Mixed views were expressed 
whether Annie Get Your Gun was the appropriate show for the 
Society but there was no clear majority view, and it was 
decided to refer the question back to Committee. 
 
It is understand that a small sub-committee has since been 
formed to explore possible options – watch this space. 
 



   

 3 

LADIES’ ADULT DANCE DAY 
  
No, it’s not lap-dancing. Jill Morgan has arranged a day during 
which, after limbering up, you will experience ballet, National 
dance, jazz and tap dancing.  Guaranteed good fun and healthy 
exercise.  It will be held at the church hall at Earley St Peters 
on 5th August 2008 between 10.00am and 4.00pm.  Light 
refreshments will be available during the day but participants 
may like to bring a packed lunch.  Cost is £30 for the day.  For 
more details, eg dress, shoes etc, or if you would like to 
attend, please contact Jill. 
 

SHOW NEWS - DIE FLEDERMAUS 
 
The holiday season seems to have hit early this year and 
attendance at rehearsals has been particularly poor. With a 
large chorus, scene setting is always difficult and time 
consuming, but when over a third of the cast is absent the task 
becomes near impossible and requires avoidable repeat setting. 
Remember, absences also impact on those who do attend.  
Members who commit themselves to participating in the show 
should reserve Thursday and, nearer the show, Monday 
evenings for rehearsals.  While it is recognised that planned 
family holidays are inevitable the aim should be only to miss a 
rehearsal if something unforeseen/drastic occurs to prevent 
them from attending. 
 
Advance warning that there will be a change in the rehearsal 
schedule which details arrangements for the Sunday of show 
week.  Band-call, instead of being held at the normal time of 
2.30pm, will be held at 10.00am.  At the time of this 
newsletter going to press the venue will still be the Hexagon 
foyer, but any change will be notified as it occurs. 
 
A copy of the advance ticket order form is included with this 
newsletter, please start (if you haven’t already) promoting the 
show now.    
 
Those who have yet to pay their show levy are reminded that 
from 1st JULY this will increase to £50.  Anyone failing to pay 
their levy by 31st JULY will be unable to perform in the show. 
 

WHAT’S ON 
 
THE SHINFIELD PLAYERS next productions at their theatre 
feature their Youth Groups.   On 11th- 12th July 2008 they will 
be presenting “OUR COUNTRY’S GOOD”.  This play chronicles 
the journey of the first British convicts transported to 
Australia in 1787.  In an effort to raise flagging morale in the 
makeshift penal colony the Governor decides to put on a play 
using the convicts as actors. 
 
And on 12th- 13th July 2008 a production of “THEIR SCARVES 
WERE RED” follows two lads on their way to watch a football 
match that turned out to be one of the most memorable days 
in football history – the Hillsborough disaster. 

-o- 
WOODLEY LIGHT OPERATIC SOCIETY will be performing 
“MY FAIR LADY” at The Kenton Theatre, Henley-on-Thames 
between 25th- 29th November 2008.  Rehearsals have only just 
started (26th June); open auditions for principal parts will be 
held at 7.30pm on 8th July 2008 at Rivermead School, Woodley 
– there will be an audition fee for non-members.  Audition 
pieces can be found on the WLOS website at www.wlos.co.uk. 

-o- 
THE MASQUERADE THEATRE COMPANY’s next show in the 
Hexagon will be “SEUSSICAL – THE MUSICAL” in January 
2009.  Casting information and synopsis can be found on their 
website at www.masquerade.org.uk 

-o- 
THE STARMAKER THEATRE COMPANY will be presenting 
“CHILDREN OF EDEN” at the Wilde Theatre, South Hill Park, 
Bracknell on 7th- 11th October 2008.   

-o- 
THE READING ABBEY RUINS OPEN-AIR FESTIVAL will 
run from 14th – 26th July 2008. The centrepiece to the 
festival is a two week run of William Shakespeare’s riotous 
comedy “THE TAMING OF THE SHREW”.  Past outdoor 
Shakespeare productions have drawn crowds of around 4,000 
people and booking in advance is strongly recommended.  There 
are a range of great offers, including half-price ticket deals 
and a pre-show dinner deal with Forbury’s restaurant just 
around the corner from the Abbey ruins.  Tickets are available 
from Reading arts Box Office, by phone 0118 960 6060, on-line 
– www.readingarts.com or in person at the Hexagon or Reading 
Town Hall at £25, £20 and £14 with concessions.  For more 
details visit www.abbeyruins.com 

-o- 
WOKINGHAM THEATRE will be performing their final play in 
the season on 17th-19th and 21st-26th July 2008.  This will be 
“DEAD FUNNY” BY Terry Johnson.  Sex is a major concern in 
this play by England’s most creative comedy writer. All tickets 
are £8 and can be ordered by phone on 0118 978 5363. 
 

PUZZLE THIS 
 
Three people checked in at a hotel.  They paid £30 to the 
receptionist and went to their room.  When the manager later 
went to reception he reminded the receptionist that there was 
a special offer that day and that the tariff for the room 
should have been £25.  The receptionist therefore gave the 
bellboy £5 to give back to the room’s occupants. 
 
On the way to the room the bellboy reasoned that £5 would be 
too difficult to split three ways so he pocketed £2 and gave 
the room’s occupants £1 each. 
 
Now, each person paid £10 and received back £1, so they each 
paid £9.  That’s a total of £27.  The bellboy took £2.  But that 
only accounts for £29 ! 
 
I would be really grateful if someone could tell me what 
happened to the other £1. 
 

AUTUMN JUMBLE SALE 
 
The next jumble sale will be held shortly after Die Fledermaus, 
most likely the weekend after the week of the show.  So, don’t 
throw anything saleable away, do your bit for the environment 
and recycle unwanted items by saving them for the sale.  More 
details nearer the date, watch your  PC screen or the notice 
board for  the date. 
 
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS Annual subscriptions became 
due on 1 January 2008 for the year, unfortunately there are 
still a few members who have yet to pay – are you one of 
those? 
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CONCERT AT ARBORFIELD  
 
Sadly, due to withdrawal of support because of competing local 
agricultural-linked events, the Arborfield Fete due to be held 
on 21st June 2008 had to be cancelled.  This meant that the 
Society was unable to run its usual fund-raising stalls; thanks 
anyway to everyone who had committed themselves to (wo)man 
these stalls.   
 
However the concert in the evening at the Arborfield Village 
Hall did go ahead as planned.  This turned out to be a most 
enjoyable programme of mixed numbers and the evening’s 
entertainment was well received by the audience.  Not only was 
the chorus able to show its versatility but it provided an 
opportunity for members who might otherwise not have 
principal parts in shows at the Hexagon to demonstrate their 
talents in solos and small ensembles. Although the village hall 
was not filled to capacity there was a good audience and the 
event proved to be very successful financially, raising almost 
£300 towards Society funds as well as a similar amount 
towards the fund to repair the village hall roof.   
 
Our thanks to John Burch and the Arborfield Parish Council 
who made this concert possible.  Special thanks go to Tania 
Pratt who not only was the MD for the concert but led 
rehearsals beforehand putting together the varied programme.  
And thanks also to all those members who supported the 
Society by giving up their time both for rehearsals and the 
concert itself and to Anton Gwilt who accompanied the singing 
on the day.   
 

SOUTH AMERICAN ADVENTURE II 
 

As many of you will know, in May, I travelled to Peru to do the 
Inca Trail Trek to Machu Picchu.  I met up with the other 18 
members of the group at Heathrow, and after a somewhat 
gruelling 32 hour journey via New York and Lima, we arrived in 
Cusco.  You could feel the difference in the air as we emerged 
from the airport and we were warned to take things easy for 
the next couple of days while we became accustomed to the 
altitude; even walking up a slight hill left us breathless!  
  
The following day, we had an "acclimatisation" walk to the Inca 
ruins at Saqsaywaman, just outside Cusco, and were serenaded 
at lunchtime by Peruvian musicians. We stayed that night in 
Cusco, and then it was off to start on Inca Trail 
itself.  We were soon walking through spectacular mountain 
scenery.  It was easy going at first, but after lunch we faced 
our first steep climb.  You think you are never going to manage 
to get up that hill, but you do!   We camped for the first of 
three nights in the mountains - superb views from the tents 
first thing in the morning.    
 
The second day of the trek is notoriously difficult, as you 
climb 1300m to Dead Woman's Pass (4215m high) - it was 
tough going, but we all got there.  The main challenge the next 
day was descending for 3 hours in the afternoon, down steep 
granite steps without a break - hard on the knees!  Next 
morning we were up early to get to the Sun Gate - from where 
you get your first view of Machu Picchu - before the tourists 
arrive.   It was a truly amazing view and well worth the aching 
legs.   From the Sun Gate it is an hour's climb down to Machu 
Picchu; the ruins are really extensive - with lots more steps to 
climb!!  We then had to brave the bus ride down the mountain 
from Machu Picchu - I lost count of the number of hair-pin 

bends!  Four of us from the group went on to spend a few days 
in the Peruvian rain forest.  It was a real contrast to the 
mountains - very hot and humid - and with lots of ants and 
spiders to see!! 
  
I would just like to thank all members of ROS for their 
support and encouragement while I was training for this 
trip, especially Julia Prior and Lindsay Hall, who both walked 
with me.  Lindsay, in particular, took my training in hand - she 
mailed me the day after HMS Pinafore finished with a 
programme of walks for us both to do, and I would not have 
managed the trek without her. 
  
As you know, as part of the trip, I am fund-raising for Lepra, 
who work with people with leprosy, HIV/Aids, TB and malaria.  
I am still selling "shoes" for £3 a pair - these make a real 
difference as they protect against further injury and also 
cover deformities.  Thank you very much to those of you who 
have already purchased a pair - they will be available at 
rehearsals if anyone else would still like to participate, I would 
be really grateful for your support.                   

Barbara Moore 
JEAN AND BARRIE’S OPEN DAY 

 
Once again this year Jean and Barrie Theobald generously 
opened their house and garden to members and friends of the 
Society on Saturday 14th July to raise funds.  Over the years 
this has been a major fund-raising event from which the 
Society has usually benefited to the tune of approximately 
£1,000 annually. 
 
Open in the morning for coffees and in the afternoon for teas 
the garden was again filled with a variety of plants for sale and  
Jean and Barrie are to be congratulated for the time and work 
they must have put in nurturing these from seedlings – they 
didn’t just happen.  But the plants were not the only things to 
see and buy, there were home-made cakes, books, jigsaw 
puzzles, greetings cards and a variety of other items.  And 
there were the inevitable tombola and raffles on which to try 
your luck. 
 
But even if you didn’t want plants etc the day was still an 
opportunity to gather and meet to chat with  people from 
other local groups as well as with other people from the 
Society (after all members find plenty to chat about at 
rehearsals, this perhaps would have been a far more opportune 
moment). 
 
This year we were blessed with blue skies - ideal for outdoor 
living and the expectation was for a good attendance.  We were 
however disappointed as, unfortunately, only 24 members of 
the Society were in evidence during the day – even less were 
present in the evening when only three visiting members and 
one patron were counted (and one of those was occupied in 
cooking and serving meals – those desserts were to kill for!).     
 
Despite the poor attendance, and largely thanks to the many 
friends of the Society, at least £750 was raised, but this is as 
yet a provisional figure.  Thanks go to Jean and Barrie and 
others who helped them on the day. 
 
PS. If you are still looking for plants to fill those holes in the 
flower beds, Jean still has some available.  Contact her on 0118 
926 7135. 


