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From the Editor’s desk 
 

The July edition of the newsletter was the first one to be 
available on-line at the SocietyÕs website and 
membersÕ/patronsÕ comments on how this has worked will be 
welcomed.  If you have any comments please contact Yvonne  
Maynard or me Ð the phone numbers are in the box at the top 
right of this newsletter.   Also now available are past copies of 
the newsletter issued this year.    
 
By the time this edition of the newsletter hits the stands, or 
appears on-line, we shall be nearing the climax of all the 
rehearsing and getting ready to appear on stage at the 
Hexagon.  One change for this show is the timing of the band -
call on Sunday 21st September.  Normally this would have been 
at 2.30pm but owing to other engagements the mus icians are 
unable to attend then.  Instead band -call will be at 10.00am.  
Cast members are encouraged to attend; those who have done 
so in the past will confirm how different the music sounds 
when played by a full orchestra rather than a piano and this is 
a great opportunity to practise even if it means eschewing a 
lie- in! 
  
Even before the current show hits the boards thoughts go to 
the next one.  This newsletter contains quite a bit of 
information about La Belle Helene Ð from a synopsis to 
arrangements fo r auditions and read through.  The first 
singing rehearsal will be Thursday 9 th  OCTOBER 2008.    
 
The CommitteeÕs attempts to arrange social (Xmas dinner) and 
singing (concert) events have had to be abandoned due to lack 
of support, it is hoped therefore th at there will be sufficient 
interest in the skittles evening for this to go ahead.  In 
particular, with the length of notice available it is hoped that 
there will be enough members willing to support the SocietyÕs 
concert in April so that we will not have to disappoint the 
Salvation Army yet again Ð our reputation is at stake here.  
 
Finally, thanks to Barrie Theobald for his contribution to this 
newsletter.  If you have any experiences to share please let me 
know. 

Brian Veale 
 

SOCIETYÕS WEBSITE  
 
A reminder that the SocietyÕs website can be found at 
www.readingops.co.uk. .   
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WHO TO CONTACT  
 
Editor   Brian Veale  0118 933 2672 
Chairman   Yvonne Maynard  0118 948 4602 
Secretary   Maggie Preston 0118 975 6387 
Membership Secretary  Julia Sadler  0118 948 2438 
Patrons   Janet Hayhoe 0118 969 5759 

NB.  e-addresses of Committee members can be found on the Society’s 
website at www.readingops.co.uk    

 

100 CLUB  
 
The winners of the AUGUST 2008 draw were:  
 
1st  prize of £20       Iain Whittaker      No.     8  
2nd prize of £10       Lyndsay Hall     No.  101 
3rd  prize of £5       Tony Dunne       No.   85  
4t h prize of £5       Mrs G Moore     No.   51 
 
And winners of the SEPTEMBER 2008 draw were:  
 
1st  prize of £20         Glynis Smith          No.  79  
2nd prize of £10         Maggie Carter     No.  86  
3rd  prize of £5         Vera Box                  No.  57  
4th  pri ze of £5         Diana Baum     No.    5  
 

CATCHING UP WITH THE NEWS  
 
SINCERE CONDOLENCES to Sam Murray on the loss of her 
husband Stuart.  

-o- 
BEST WISHES to Steve DruceÕs daughter Hannah who is off 
to Derby University to study Maths and Criminology.  

-o- 
MANY HAPPY RETURNS to Lindsay Hall who celebrated her 
50 th  birthday on 6 th  September.  Thanks go to Lyndsay, and 
everyone who participated in the charity raffle which raised 
some £400 which was shared by the Macmillan Trust and the 
Society.  

-o- 
MANY HAPPY R ETURNS to Phil Elliott who celebrated his 
65 th  birthday on 10 th  September.  

-o- 
CONGRATULATIONS & MANY HAPPY RETURNS to Jean 
Theobald who will reach her 70 th  birthday on 29 th  September.  
 

XMAS DINNER  
 
Plans that table/tables should be arranged at The Arches Club, 
Reading (Jazz Club) during the Christmas period  when a three 
course meal would have been provided with live music followed 
by a late disco, had to be abandoned due to lack of support.  
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NEXT CONCERT  
 

After the success of the concert at Arborfield it  was a 
disappointment that not enough members expressed an 
interest in performing a similar one in October, at the 
Salvation Army Hall in Lower Earley to enable it to go ahead, 
especially as it would have been in such a good cause.   
 
But you will have another chance, as the Society has been 
asked if we can provide a concert in the spring next year.  This 
will be held on 29 th  April 2009, at the same venue and in aid of 
the same charity.  Proceeds will be shared between the 
Salvation ArmyÕs charity and the A lexander Devine ChildrenÕs 
Cancer Trust.  
 
The aim of the Devine Trust is to support children and their 
families with life limiting illnesses.  In the long term the 
TrustÕs aim is to build, fund and run a childrenÕs hospice in the 
Berkshire area providing much needed respite care, support 
for families, an outreach team and specialized palliative care.  
 
Plenty of time before the spring you might say, but please put 
a note in your diaries now, and if you will be available to 
support the Society in putting on  this concert could you please 
let Yvonne Maynard know - the earlier the better as the 
Salvation Army needs a couple of monthsÕ notice that it will be 
going ahead as they will need to print programmes and sell 
tickets etc.  
 

SHOW NEWS -  DIE FLEDERMAUS  
 
As usual the technical rehearsal will take place on the Sunday 
evening of show week with the dress rehearsal on the Monday.  
But there is a change of time for the band -call which for this 
show will be held in the foyer of the Hexagon at 10am on 
Sunday 21 st  SEPTEMBER.  Although essentially for the 
orchestra to familiarise themselves with the music, which they 
may be seeing for he first time, the band call is also an 
opportunity for members of the cast to find out how different 
the music sounds and to practise th eir parts with a full 
orchestra after rehearsing with a piano.  
 
Best wishes to everyone for a happy and successful show.  
 
 

 NEXT SHOW Ð LA BELLE 
HELENE 
 
This show will be performed at the Hexagon 
between 3rd  and 7 th  MARCH 2009.  
 
On Monday 29 th  SEPTEMBER 2008  Henry 
Hawes, our NODA representative, has kindly 
agreed to hold a Òread throughÓ of the show.  
Everyone intending to take part in the show is 
urged to attend to familiarise themselves with the plot as this 
will make future rehearsals easier.  Scores a nd librettos have 
been ordered for those who have put their names forward, if 
you havenÕt ordered already and intend to purchase your own, 
remember that you will need to ask for the Park and Hamner 
version for amateur Societies.   
 

Auditions for principal parts will take place at St PeterÕs 
Church Hall on Sunday 19 th  OCTOBER 2008  from 2.30pm,  
Musical pieces for the audition are:  
 
Helen    No.11, pps 96-97 
Leona, Cressida, Juno  No.2,  pps 21-28 
& Minerva  
Nesta & Orestes    No.10, pps. 89-95 
Paris   No.5 (al t), pps 203 - 
     207  
Calchas, Philocomus & Menelaus No.2, pps 28 -32 
Achilles, Ajax & Agamemnon  No.19, p. 174 whole 
       song 
Mercury     No.1, pps 9-11 
Venus    No.1, pps15-16 
 
The audition panel will be Jill Morgan (Producer), John Lawes 
(MD) Henry Ha wes (NODA), Graham Barker (MD Maidenhead 
OS) and Yvonne Maynard (Committee).   
 
In preparation for these auditions the evening of Thursday 2 nd 
OCTOBER 2008  has been set aside to go through the audition 
pieces Ð David Harrison will be available at the Churc h Hall to 
play the key audition pieces and it will be the opportunity for 
those interested in auditioning to go through the pieces and to 
record the music played by him so that they can practise at 
home.  In this way it is hoped that auditionees will be be tter 
prepared and be able to audition without using books so that 
they can also demonstrate their acting skills.  
 
The show levy for the show will remain at £40, but there will 
be a discount of £5 for payments made before 6 th  November.  
Payments not made until after 31 st  December will attract a 
penalty of £10, ie the levy will be £50.  Failure to pay the levy 
by 31st  January 2009 will mean that the member will be unable 
to perform in the show.  
 

LA BELLE HELENE Ð whatÕs the story?  
 
The action takes place, wit hout any regard for credibility, in 
unspecified ancient times, in an unlikely ancient Greece and 
relates the abduction of Helen by Paris the Prince of Troy.  
 
Crowds are assembling at the Temple of Jupiter to offer their 
gifts to the god. Instead of sides o f beef, Jupiter now gets 
bunches of flowers. Calchas the High Priest is disappointed (he 
obviously depends on the gifts for his supper) and he remarks 
that Venus, the goddess of love, is now the most popular god on 
Mount Olympus; ever since she won the Gol den Apple from 
Prince Paris. Orestes comes dancing in with some girls he's 
picked up at a night club and Calchas cheers up.  
 
Helen, wife of King Menelaus, arrives very conscious of her 
destiny, but not too sure what it will be. Paris enters, still 
dressed  as a shepherd, and delighted to describe the great 
moment when three goddesses appeared before him on Mount 
Ida. Helen thinks Paris is wonderful but, before anything can 
happen, the Kings of Greece enter for their ÒDay of 
IntelligenceÓ. Paris beats them a ll and is crowned as the winner 
by Helen. He reveals that he is the son of King Priam of Troy 
and Helen realises he's the chap who gave away the apple. 
Calchas goes into a trance and declares that the gods have 
decreed that Menelaus should go to Crete for a month. 
Menelaus is deeply suspicious, but packs his bags and goes.  
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A month has passed and we are in Helen's apartments. She is 
looking at a picture of her parents (Leda and the Swan) and 
wondering why Venus takes such pleasure in ruining virtuous 
women. Paris enters and presses her to go away with him, after 
all she is his prize. Helen refuses to give him a straight answer 
and retires to bed, asking Calchas to send her a pleasant 
dream. Calchas sees Paris hiding in the room and decides to let 
matters ta ke their course. Helen falls asleep and is woken by 
Paris. He assures her that he's just a dream and she settles 
down to ask him about the goddesses he has seen. She is 
particularly interested in Venus. "Am I as beautiful as she?" 
she asks. "Well,Ó says Paris, "I saw rather more of VenusÉ" He 
looks hopefully at Helen, but she becomes suspicious, "Are you 
sure this is a dream?" she asks. Two minutes later she is in no 
doubt when Menelaus storms into the room. He is back from 
Crete, earlier than expected, and  furious to find Prince Paris in 
his bedroom. He summons all his fellow Kings to denounce the 
Trojan prince and is astounded when Helen puts the blame on 
him. He should have been more discreet, she says, and sent an 
advance warning of his unexpected arriva l. The kings denounce 
Paris and Agamemnon sends him back to Troy. Paris threatens 
to return.  
 
The Spartan court comes to Nauplia for the bathing season. 
Everybody is behaving very strangely, husbands and wives are 
splitting up and the teenagers (particular ly Orestes) are out of 
control. Agamemnon is convinced that this is the work of Venus 
who, furious that Paris hasn't got Helen, is turning Greece into 
one enormous orgy. He and Calchas appeal to Menelaus' sense 
of patriotism to give Helen away. "Why me?" s ays Menelaus 
(very reasonably) but before anybody can tackle that question 
the High Priest of Venus enters, with a message from the 
goddess. He's arrived with a ship to take Helen to Cythera, to 
sacrifice 100 white cows to Venus. Helen is reluctant to go, 
until the High Priest pulls down one side of his fake beard and 
whispers something in her ear. She immediately climbs on 
board, the anchor is cast off and the Priest throws off his 
disguise: it is Paris! He's extremely pleased with himself and 
calls out th at he's won Helen after all. The Greek Kings swiftly 
swear vengeance but the curtain comes down on what looks like 
a Happy Ending. 
 

CAROL SERVICE Ð WOODLEY TREE OF 
LIGHT , 

 
The Society, again this year, will be singing carols with the 
Woodley Concert Band a round the Tree of Light in the 
Woodley Precinct on Saturday 22 nd NOVEMBER 2008 .  
Proceeds from a collection during the singing will go towards 
the Alexander Devine Trust.   
 
Mince pies, roasted nuts and festive cheer will be available on 
the evening.  Proc eedings start from 4.30pm.  Contact Yvonne 
Maynard if you will be available to participate.  
 

CAROL SINGING IN BROAD STREET  
 

Advance notice that the Society will be singing carols in Broad 
Street on the evening of Monday 1 st  DECEMBER 2008 .  This 
was an enjoyable event last year even though we had to 
compete with electronic music elsewhere in Broad Street.  
Members who will be able to join this event should contact 
Yvonne Maynard Ð further details will be displayed on the 
notice board at rehearsals.  

 

BUSMANÕS HOLIDAY?  
 

YouÕd expect me to go to the theatre when IÕm on holiday, 
wouldnÕt you!  At least when I was in Scarborough recently, a 
visit to the Stephen Joseph Theatre where Alan Ayckbourn is 
in his final year as playwright/director was almost obligatory Ð 
and there was no review to write after I got home.  
 
We were lucky to be there shortly after AyckbournÕs 71 st  play 
Ð Life and Beth Ð premiered and this play, like so many of his 
comedies, is set within a family situation.  
 
Performed in the round, the play s tarred Lisa Goddard as Beth, 
recently widowed, who planned a quiet Christmas with her 
sister - in- law (Susie Black, ex -Corrie Street), her son and his 
girlfriend.  Naturally nothing went according to plan!  Sister - in-
law hits the bottle, son manages to blow the fuses when fixing 
Christmas tree lights, girl - friendÕs culinary attempts prove 
disastrous and, following a visit from the local humbug of a 
vicar, Gordon, the dead husband appears!  
 
Early on in the play it was established that Gordon and Beth 
had had an idyllic marriage with never a cross word between 
them Ð after GordonÕs re-incarnation we realised why; she 
couldnÕt get a word in edge-ways.  No wonder all Beth secretly 
wished for was a quiet Christmas!  
 
The piece was sheer delight from start to finish with plenty of 
laughs and black comedy in the clever dialogue.  How does it 
end?  IÕll leave you either to pay a visit to  Scarborough, wait 
until the inevitable West End transfer, or wait until it is 
snapped up by a local amateur group.  Whichever, IÕm sur e that 
youÕll find your evening hugely entertaining.   

Barrie Theobald   
( EditorÕs note:  Barrie regularly reviews local  
  amateur theatrical shows for Reading newspapers.) 
 

SKITTLES 
EVENING  

 
The last event was very 
successful and it is proposed 
that the next skittles evening 
at The Gardeners Arms, Surley Row, Reading will be held on 
the evening of Friday, 28 th  NOVEMBER 2008.   
 
Tickets, which include skittles and meal, are £12.00.  Contact 
either Yvonne Maynard or Kevin Gingell.  
 

PUZZLE THAT  
 
Well, unfort unately no-one wrote in to give me the answer to 
this puzzle which had been really bugging me Ð I had seen it in 
a newspaper with the note that the answer would be published 
the next day.  And I didnÕt get the following dayÕs paper!  
Frustrated I was convi nced that members would be able to 
help me out with the answer.  
 
Now I will just have to be satisfied to accept that the room 
cost £25 and that of the £5 refund from the £30 originally 
paid, £3 was returned to the customers while the bellboy got 
£2.  
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SEEN IN THE PRESS  
 
Which of the following words rhymes with ÒenoughÓ?  
 though, through, rough, plough, dough, cough or  
  hiccough. 
 

 

WHATÕS ON 
 
WOODLEY LIGHT OPERATIC SOCIETYÕs next show will be 
MY FAIR LADY which they will be performing at the Kenton 
Theatre , Henley-on-Thames between 25 th  and 29th  November 
2008   

- o-  
 

THE MASQUERADE THEATRE COMPANYÕs next show will be 
the Broadway version of THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE which 
they will be performing at the Bearwood Theatre between 28 th  
October and 1 st  November 2008 .   
 

AUTUMN JUMBLE SALE  
 
A date has been fixed for the next 
jumble sale !  It will, as usual, be held 
in St PeterÕs Church Hall and will take 
place on Saturday 18 th  OCTOBER 
2008 .  So, donÕt throw anything 
saleable away, do your bit for the 
environment and  recycle unwanted 
items by saving them for the sale.   
 
As usual as much help as possible is required from members to 
collect jumble and to man the tables  on the day Ð if you will be 
available please let David Price know, in advance if possible, so 
that h e can make any necessary arrangements.  
 

TAKE YOUR DOG TO WORK DAY  
 

Did you take your dog with you to work on Wednesday 17 th  
September to mark Take Your Dog at Work Day ?  A survey 

conducted by the animal charity 
Blue Cross showed that over 90 per 
cent of employers who allowed dogs 
at work noticed a positive change in 
the working environment.   
 
If you did take your dog with you to 
work, why not share your experience 
with other members by writing a 

short paragraph for the next edition of the newsletter.  
Deadline for copy is 25 th  November 2008.  
 

ON- LINE SHOPPING  
 
Have you used the on-line shopping facilities available from the 
SocietyÕs website yet?  This is a great way to get some 
fantastic on -line bargains from reputable retailers.  And any 
purchases earn commission for the Society; so far £30 has 
been earned this way.  Go to the website and click on the link 
ÒWe donÕt just singÓ for further details.  
 
 

 

SWALLOWFIELD SHOW  
 

Perhaps because the weather was  not too kind this annual 
show was not as well attende d by the public as usual and there 
were signs that people who did attend were holding on to their 
money more tightly, a sign perhaps of the current financial 
times.   
 
While the SocietyÕs craft stall did well the tombola did less so.  
But, together with th e proceeds from an attendance at the 
Green Fair at Earley, over £300 was raised. Thanks to those 
members who gave up their time during the Bank Holiday 
weekend, in particular thanks to Barrie and Jean Theobald who 
manned their respective stalls throughout the two days.   
 

KNOW YOUR COPYRIGHT FROM 
WRONG 

 
And finally, with many new members joining the Society over 
recent years, it is thought that it would be a good idea just to 
re -iterate previously published rules of copyright to which the 
Society has to adh ere when we perform shows and concerts.   
 
To conform to the terms of the Copyright, Designs and Patents 
Act Reading Council publishes its own rules about 
photographing and audio and video recording (including the use 
of the ubiquitous mobile phone)  of ac tual performances in The 
Hexagon.  These rules, which are published in the programme, 
are, we hope, enforced during performances by The HexagonÕs 
front of house staff.  

 
So you might ask, ÒWhat about audio/video recording the 
technical or dress rehearsals? After all they are not public 
performances and The HexagonÕs staff wonÕt be around.Ó  The 
short unequivocal answer to that question is ÒNoÓ.  It is illegal 
to audio/video record any performance, and that includes 
rehearsals, and it is the responsibility of  the Society who has 
signed the contract to ensure that the rules are not broken.  
 
When the Society enters into the legal agreement with the 
licence holders to perform a show it undertakes to uphold all 
the elements of the contract.  Thus should an audio/v ideo 
recording be made of any performance the Society would be 
equally liable in any legal action, it may even have a vicarious 
liability where recording is made without the SocietyÕs 
knowledge.  
 
Even in the case of shows by Gilbert & Sullivan, which are out 
of copyright, because the Society hires orchestral scores 
copyright still exists with the owners of those scores.  And of 
course, because we pay fees to the musicians who comprise the 
orchestra, each of them has the copyright on their personal 
performa nce and has the right to refuse permission to record 
their performance or to charge for it.  
 
Asked whether the rules still apply if the recordings are made 
for Òpersonal use onlyÓ it is confirmed that, under the terms of 
the licence, the copyright rules ap ply irrespective of the 
manner or purpose for which the recording is made.  
 
So, no recording please.  

 
 


